
























































Caslon
The jury is still out on the work that PBT is reported to
have done for Caslon. Caslon is one of the two really
great names in English typography before the 20th
century. The other is John Baskerville. By 1873 the
Caslon dynasty had died out and the business was
inherited by his employee Thomas Ward Smith whose
sons owned the business until it was taken over by
Stephenson Blake in 1937. Their premises were on
Chiswell Street, best known as the home of the
Whitbread Brewery, another rare survivor of the Blitz on
the Barbican area.
The Smiths changed their name to Caslon-Smith and
later just to Caslon. Sidney Herbert Smith was one of

three Smith brothers who became partners in the business
in 1896. It was SH and Stella M Caslon who attended
CBT's wedding in 1922, and so the Caslons must have
been more than mere clients of Cecil's father. After
moving the works to Hackney Wick around 1901 they
moved office along Chiswell Street, itself an extension of
Barbican, from Numbers 22-23 to Numbers 82-83,
nearby and much smaller. I now speculate that it was in
connection with this move around 1909 that Percy Tubbs
became involved.
In commemoration of the family's connection with Caslon
this article is set in Truetype Caslon Old Face
Roman.










